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February 15, 2022

Re: SB 1383 Mandatory Solid Waste, Recycling and Organic Waste Disposal

Dear Resident,
Starting January 1, 2022 the State of California now requires that all jurisdictions mandate all residents and businesses that generate waste to subscribe and participate in the City’s solid waste, recycling, and organic waste collection program.
SB 1383 requires all residents and businesses to separate “organic” waste from their other trash. The program will be rolled out gradually in 2022 and 2023. The start date for all homes and businesses will vary depending on the location of your home or business and how much waste you generate.  
City of Oroville’s Responsibilities:
1. Required to provide an organic waste collection service to each of our residents and businesses.
2. Establish an edible food recovery program that recovers edible food from the waste stream.*
3. Conduct outreach and education to all affected parties.
4. Procure recycled organic waste products like compost, mulch, and renewable natural gas.
5. Inspect and enforce compliance with SB 1383.
Resident and Business Responsibilities:
1. Must subscribe to the 3 carts solid waste, recycling, and organics collection program.
2. Place correct material into the correct bins/ carts, contamination monitoring will be ongoing, and the new law requires the city to enforce those out of compliance. 
3. Business owners are required to train all employees, tenants, and contractors on the new collection requirements and keep a record of training and on-site monitoring to assure compliance. This includes owners of multifamily residences. 
The City of Oroville’s focus over the next 2 years will be to educate all waste generators and make sure every resident and business has an opportunity to comply before the mandatory City enforcement comes into effect in 2024. What this looks like: 
1. All businesses that generate over 2 cubic yards of solid waste per week must participate in organic waste and recycling collection services in 2022.
2. Throughout 2022: The City and our franchise waste hauler Recology will be contacting and visiting every business to assess service needs and help set them up with recycling and organics services.
3. In 2022: The City and Recology will contact all residents currently not participating in recycling and organics collection to assure compliance. 
4. In 2023 all residents and businesses, regardless of service level, will be allowed to start putting food scraps into their organics/ yard waste carts/ bins.
5. After 2024 the city is required by state law to take progressive enforcement against any resident or business that are not in compliance. 
Frequently Asked Questions:
Q: Who’s going to pay for all of this?
A: We all are. The City and Recology are currently reviewing the costs to implement SB1383, we will keep you updated. 
Q: Isn’t garbage just garbage? Why are California lawmakers requiring us to separate organic waste from the rest of our trash?
A: Scientists have found that organic waste dumped into traditional landfills decomposes and creates methane, a super-pollutant with as much as 80 times the Earth-warming potency of carbon dioxide.
To slow the advance of global warming, the state wants to redirect the material to composting centers or anaerobic digestion facilities, where it can help sink carbon back into the Earth or capture natural gas to — for instance — power trash trucks.
Q: When do I need to begin separating my food waste from other trash?
A: The opening date for organic diversion will vary depending on where you live and how much waste you generate. Businesses generating more than 2 yards of trash per week must begin in 2022. All residences and businesses will be required to start participating in 2023. 
Q: What if I live in an apartment building/ multifamily complex?
A: All multifamily units must participate in the program. Owners of the property will be responsible to provide each site with the proper collection bins/carts and must provide education and training to all tenants, staff, and contractors on site. 
Q: What about food that’s still edible? Where should it go?
A: SB 1383 requires all jurisdictions to recover edible food; the City will be working with the county to expand local food recovery options. Businesses that sell, generate, andor store food must participate in an edible food recovery program. 
Q: Once given the green light to start organics collection, will fruits and vegetables be the only appropriate food waste for the green bin?
A: No, all food scraps can be composted including, all surplus, spoiled or unsold food such as, but not limited to, fruits, vegetables, meat, poultry, seafood, shellfish, bones, rice, beans, pasta, bread, cheese, eggshells and solid fats, oils & grease.
Q: What if I run a restaurant and have a lot of grease?
A: Grease should continue to be collected separately and collected by Sequential and/or other service providers. Large amounts of liquid grease are not appropriate for the organics collection bin/ carts. 
Q: Where should I store my kitchen waste and how do I make sure it doesn’t stink?
A: The City and Recology recommend gathering the scraps in kitchen pails. Frequent emptying (and cleaning) of the pails should limit odors. Some users say lining them with paper towels also soaks up liquid that can raise a stink. Two other odor-reducing techniques: layering food waste with yard trimmings or freezing food scraps in a reusable container prior to collection day. Putting food scrapes in a plastic bag will NOT be allowed.
Q: Can I be penalized if I dump my waste in the wrong place?
A: Yes. Beginning in 2024, there will be fines for those who contaminate any of their 3 carts, i.e., putting organics in the trash or recycling bin/cart, putting recycling in the trash or organics bin/ cart etc. Please refer to the City of Oroville Municipal Code chapter 13.08.370. A first offense could cost you $50 to $100, with third and subsequent offenses costing up to $500. 
*SB 1383 requires that the city strengthen our existing infrastructure for edible food recovery and food distribution. The city is responsible to implement Edible Food Recovery Programs in our community. Even in communities where existing infrastructure already exists, there are new recordkeeping and inspection tasks that will need to be implemented. 
· Assess Capacity of Existing Food Recovery 
· Establish Food Recovery Program (And Expand Existing Infrastructure if necessary)
· Inspect Commercial Generators for Compliance
· Education and Outreach
For more information about SB 1383 please visit www.CalRecycle.ca.gov/orgaincs/slcp
If you would like to set up a site visit or set up recycling and organics service, please call Recology’s local customers service team at (530) 533-4783.
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